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~ he. in addition to the negotiations which SK-ELD is promoting for its amalgamation 
with the Independent Socialist Group (450), that organization has also ener=- 
getioally continued its negotiations for the areation of the "Remocratic 
Wront®; these have, at leas$ so far, met with completa fatlura. 


Be ‘The most recent information 4s that Pepes Argyropoulos was persuaded by 
‘SK-ELD to organizes the "Democratic Front on the basis of the PAK (Political 
Reconstruction Movement). The founders of PAK visited General Nicholas 
Plastiras, and Argyroponlos explained at great length the creation of the 
"Democratic Front". Plastiras disagreed with the idea of cooperating with 
5SK-ELD, and of covering up for Alexandros Svolos and Elias Tairimokos, 
since he felt that no good would result for Greaca by so doing. Stratigo= 
pouloe and Sakellaropoulos immediately sided with him. The propogal of 
Argyropoulos was rejected, and the effort of SK-ELD thus came to naught. 


Be A representation from SK-ELD has been officially invited to the next 
~GOMISCO convention at The Hague: Svolos, Tsirimokos and probably George 
Soneritis or Grigoroglannis will be representatives. It is reported that 
the Greek Government will approve the issuance of passports to these 
representatives. 


+o George Laskaris (ASO = Independent Socialist Group), is reported to have 
made the following statements in connection with the preposed unification; 


ao The COMISCO has been exerting pressure upon ASO membere to combine 

with SK-ELD; in the successive meetings and discussions of tha ASQ, 
“and after COMI5CO had recommended such merger, Laskaris sald that he 
had categorically stated his refusal to accept such a solution, and 
that if the unification should finally be decided upon, he would with= 
Graw from every political movement, giving up the fight he had been 
waging for thirty yeoers. Laskeris added that it was Impossible for. 
anyone to cooperate with Svolos, much less with Teirimokos. 


bh. The last convention of SK-ELD indicated that nobody in that party 
disagreed with the policy of Teirinokos since, with 73 members present, 
3 voted for Tsirimokos and 72 for Svolos. 


This document is hereby regraded to 
CONFIDENTIAL in. accordance with the | 
letter of 16 October 1978 from thg 
Director ‘of Central Intelligenggss® the | 
Archivist of the United ssl@recs. 


Next Review ds 


etease 1999/09/09 : CIA-RDP8220 


002700440007-1 
25X1A2g 


Approved For R&S8SEF9S9/0970 


ANNOY, ! 


vu Consequently, although it has been said that Demetrios Stratia ani 
H. Askouteis disagreed with the personal political line followed by. 
feirimokos, no one had officially severed connections, Laekaris 
said thet he could not, therefore, understand the recommendation of 
COMISCO to unite with SE-ELD, “and share in all the sins committed 
by SK-ELD to date, as well as in all those that Tsirimokes will commit 
in the future", 


d. Hovever, in crder to avoid Opposing the COMISCO, a committes was 
forned, composed of S. Papaioannou, Evangelopoulos and Kelogeropoulos; 
this committee has already begun negotiations. Laskeris said that it 
had been proposed that he should take part, but he refused the invite~ 
tion in view of his objeotions to the proposed merger, which vould 
exist for at least as long as both Tsirimokos and Svolos ware anong 
the leaders. So far no basis for an agreement had been reached, ani, 
in Laskaris' opinion, no agreansnt will be Yeached. The greatest cause 
for concarn lay in the possibility that, in the event of failure to 
arriva at an agreement, COMISCO might officially recognize SE=FLD at 
its next convention, and the ASO would thus become completely ostra- 
eized from International Socieliam. , 


eo SK-ELD had originally proposed that a comnittee be formed, composed 
of Svolos, @sirimokes, Askoutsia, Stratis, Papsiocann and Laskaris 
himself; the latter refused, stating that he would never agraa to 
apy such cooperation for as long as Tsirimokos retained the leader- 
ship. Laskeris eventually compromised, however, and accepted Svyolos. 
Following this, discussions contimed between Tairimokes on the one 
hand (as representative of SK-ELD), and Papaioannou, Evangelopoulos 
and Kelogeropoulos on the other hand (as representatives of ASO), 


f. Laskaris added that, if it were a question of his becoming an instru- 
ment for the ambitions and aspirations of fsirimokos, and of his 
serving in any wey the alms and policies of EXE (to which he was 
completely opposed), he felt that it would be better for him to 
Femain outside the fold. 


& faskaris also commented that the COMISCO hea recommended that the 
POPH (Panhellenic Organization of Pemocratio Youth) unite with SE.~BLD, 
but so far thers have been no discussions regarding this merger. : 


ho In conclusion, Laskearis regretted the fact that he was not financialiy 
able to attend the COMISCO convention in order to explain the situation, 
as he was convineed that he could change their decision. He commented 
that, even in Greece it was impossible tc be politically active, since 
each had to be concerned with the problem of earning a living; he 
felt that, if the means ware avellable, his orgnization could publi gh 
& hewapapsr, and easily organize its membars to stand up against the 
“K-BLD, As it was, he folt that ASO would either have to yield, or 
€0 under. 
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